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Career Corner is back, with a twist!

WISEATLANTIC BLOG

Wally Funk’s long-deserved trip to space
BY TIFFANY FIELDS

From the time she was 17, Wally Funk knew she
wanted to be an astronaut. She had an attitude that
made her excel anytime she was told she could not or
should not do something, and in the 1960s when all
NASA astronauts were male, she fought for herself
and her colleagues to fly into space as well.

Unfortunately, that never happened. A group of
thirteen women advocated for the opportunity to fly
alongside the chosen male astronauts. These women
were often deemed the “Mercury 13,” a play on the
name “Mercury,” the name of the program sending
the first astronauts into orbit from the United States
during the Space Race between the US and the Soviet
Union in the 1960s. Another name for the group,
however, was the First Lady Astronaut Trainees
(FLATS).
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These women went through the same incredibly
rigorous testing that the male astronauts did. Funk
and others even surpassed the males in many tasks.
Funk spent more than 10 hours in a sensory
deprivation tank to simulate vertigo, and researchers
ended the test only due to wanting to go home.

Despite the years of Funk and her colleagues proving
they were fit to be astronauts, the United States did
not send a woman into space until 1983 with Sally
Ride, more than 20 years after Wally Funk fought for a
chance to fly.

This story continues online at
WISEatlantic .ca/wiseatlantic-blog/

interested in contributing a blog post? Contact us at WISEatlantic@msvu.ca with your idea!
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